
Installation Service of Pastor Nicholas Wilson 
October 26, 2014 

 
[10:27am ~ REMIX video promo] 

 

Praise & Worship              “God My Rock” 

            “It is Well With My Soul” 

 

Welcome and Special Introductions            Pastor Ty

 ~ Family & Friends      

   
Testimony of Search Team & Presentation of Pastor Wilson      Nick Elias 

 

Testimony of God’s Leading                            Pastor Nick

  
Prayer of Thanksgiving for God’s Leading and Provision    Lyndon Clark 

 
Song of Praise/Offering         “I Need Thee Every Hour/Lord, I Need You” 
 (Kids, age 3-K are dismissed to children’s church) 

 
Scripture Reading ~ Mark 10:32-45; Eph. 4:1-13          Rev. David Wilson  

 

Charge to the Associate Pastor                           Pastor Ty 

 
Pastor Nick, I am so honored to bring this charge of installation to you this 

morning. We are going to center our thoughts in Mark 10 as we have just 

read, followed by Ephesians 4. From these texts, let me give you the 

following exhortations: 

 

1) Fixate your vision on the gospel (Mark 10:32-34).  

 

I’m talking about having a persistent devotion to the gospel that is no 

less than the determination Jesus had to go to the cross. Vs 32 is 

quite perplexing at first. It says that Jesus was walking ahead of the 

disciples and they were amazed and fearful. Why? Our clue is the 

beginning of vs. 32: “They were on the road…to Jerusalem”—where 

He would die! To be sure we would get the point, Mark adds [vs. 33-

34]. Jesus could confidently assert what would happen not only 

because He knew the future but because He was going to make sure 

God’s will was accomplished.  “As He approached Jerusalem [where 

He would die] He did not linger. He moved quickly keeping ahead of 

His disciples, going to His death with a firm step…He was prepared 

to obey the Father to the utmost end.”
1
 So aggressive is Jesus 

determination, that the disciples are amazed and fearful.  

 

Pastor Nick, in so much as Jesus strategically and purposely pursued 

the cross as His one aim so that His suffering and death would blow 

open the door to resurrection power for our transformation and joy, 

so the gospel must be your singular purpose. Your ministry must 

have only one primary lens: The glory of the gospel of the grace of 

God. 

 

2) Jealously promote the glory of God by slaying your human 
cravings for personal glory (Mark 10:35-41).  

 

In vs. 35-41 the disciples exemplify just how deeply rooted in our 

hearts is the desire to make much of self rather than making much of 

God. Jesus has just told them for the 3
rd

 time that He will be brutally 

killed; and they can only think about themselves and their lust for 

prestige—they ask to be seated at His right and left in His kingdom.  

 

The root problem for the disciples is that they wanted Jesus to serve 

their desires, to do their will, rather than seeking His power to God’s 

will: “Teacher we want you to do for us whatever we ask of You” 

(35). Later James and Peter expressed the right perspective: “God is 

opposed to the proud but gives grace to the humble. Therefore 

humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt 

you at the proper time.”
2
  

 

By the way, One of the reasons that we called you to be a pastor here 

is because we saw in you great desire to make much of God and His 

glory and His gospel. That’s why you are here. And yet the deceptive 

nature of our hearts can be so subtle.  

 

And so you must purpose in your heart that your life and ministry are 

set apart to glorify God by doing His will above all else, in all things, 

for His glory. Humbly spend your life promoting God’s glory and He 

will exalt you at the proper time.  

 

                                                 
1
Sproul, R.C. Mark. Pg. 264.  

2
 I Peter 5:5-6; cf. James 4:6-10 



3) Let your life be a parable of cross-bearing discipleship (Mark 

10:39).  

 

James and John had no idea of what they were asking for when they 

boasted that they were able to drink the same cup and go through the 

same baptism as Jesus. Nevertheless, Jesus did indicate in vs. 39 that 

as His disciples they would follow Him in His suffering; not in 

precisely the same way, but they could not follow Jesus without 

identifying with His humiliation and suffering.  

 

Paul promised that those who suffer with Him will also be glorified 

with Him (Rom 8:17). And again, “all who desire to live godly in 

Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2Tim 3:12). You must never forget 

that Jesus’ call of discipleship, for any believer, is to “deny yourself, 

take up your cross, and follow Me” (Mark 8:34). Pastor Nick, as a 

minister of the gospel, you will also share in the sufferings of others. 

I can’t predict what hardship you will face in life or ministry, but 

when they come God’s intent is for your very life to be a parable of 

His; a portrait of the gospel. So be a good steward of any affliction or 

suffering that God may allow for your growth and for His glory. And 

in the end, your joy will not be found lacking.  

 

4) Imitate the Master of servant-leadership (Mark 10:42-45).  

 

In vs. 45, we now arrive at the key verse not only for this larger 

section on discipleship, but for the entire Gospel of Mark. And vs. 45 

is the pattern to which your ministry must be fashioned: “Even the 

Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve and give His life 

a ransom for many.”  

 

This is why in vs. 42 Jesus insisted that genuine leadership in His 

kingdom will never resemble the world’s leaders who lord their 

authority over others. “Lording it over others” means using authority 

to one’s own advantage rather than serving the good of others for the 

glory of God.  

 

Servant-leadership is not weak. Servant-leadership is not merely 

giving people what they want. It is serving people by leading them to 

what is best—insisting that God’s interests are the highest necessity; 

refusing to live for less than the glory of God; being willing to say, 

“If God’s not glorified in this, then its not good for you, so let’s hold 

fast to the Scriptures.” Servant leadership is the use of God-given 

authority to serve others by leading them into the blessing of 

obedience. It is leading, from a heart of servanthood.  

 

Pastor Nick, I have already observed that you are a strong leader. 

Your leadership is a gift to the church and will result in great glory to 

God as you humbly serve God’s interests in the people you lead.  

 

5) Use your God-given gifts and Christ-like progress to equip God’s 
people to multiply Christ-like maturity [Eph 4:11-13]. 

 

I know that these verses from Ephesians are especially meaningful to 

you and are the means by which God called you into ministry. So it 

should go without saying, but I will say it anyway. God has called 

you to equip believers to serve others for the purpose of pressing the 

body to maturity, so that we may reflect the fullness of Christ.  

 

In light of all that’s been said, therefore, you must (be): 

a. Mighty in the Scriptures; watching your life and doctrine closely 

(ITim 4:16). 

b. A man of prayer; with deep dependence on God, determined faith, 

and passionate delight in His Son.  

c. Centered on Christ as your identity, confidence, and joy. 

d. Love your wife with the precious love that Christ loves His bride; 

and you must lead your family as the Father shepherds His children 

with grace and truth; because true servant-leadership, true 

discipleship begins at home.  

 

DECLARATION OF INTENT (Invite Nick and Jessica forward) 

 
Pastor Nick, do you conscientiously believe and declare, as far as you know 

your own heart, that in taking upon you this charge, you are influenced by a 

sincere desire to promote the glory of God and the advancement of His 

kingdom? [I do] 

 

Will you faithfully give yourself to the study of the Holy Scriptures, to the 

ministry of prayer, and to personal growth in godliness? [I will] 

 

Do you affirm the call of God and this congregation to serve as Associate 

Pastor of Youth and Outreach and solemnly promise, by the grace of God, to 

fulfill the duties thereunto as you live your life in a manner worthy of the 

gospel of Jesus Christ? [I do] 

 



Pastor Nick, on behalf of this church family, I am grateful and humbled 

to install you as Associate Pastor of Youth and Outreach in the name of 

Jesus.  

 

May the Lord grant you the strength and grace to so fulfill your ministry 

that He will one day declare, “Well done, good and faithful servant…”  

 

Encouragement for a Minister’s Spouse              Pauline Spenst 

 

Song of Consecration  “Take My Life and Let it Be”  

 

Charge to the Congregation                        Pastor Ty 

 
Trinity family, Pastor Nick and Jessica are a remarkable gift from the hand of 

God and we are called to hold them in high honor.  

 
I Timothy 5:17-19 ~ “Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of 

double honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching. 

For the Scripture says, "You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing," 

and "The laborer is worthy of his wages." Do not receive an accusation 

against an elder except on the basis of two or three witnesses.” 

 
So how do we bestow honor upon this couple that God has entrusted to us?  

 

1. Take care of them 
 

We must allow ourselves to be generously used of God in meeting 

their physical, spiritual, emotional, and relational needs. 

 

We must provide opportunities for them to grow and times of rest. 

We must be large-hearted in freely sharing our love and  

Friendship with them.  

 
2. Love & Encourage them 

 
Rejoice when they rejoice and weep when they weep.  

 

Just as Aaron and Hur held up Moses arms in the midst of the battle, 

we too must help bear their burdens. 

 

And when we sense that they are discouraged, we are to remind them 

of God’s goodness, faithfulness, grace, and power. 

 
3. Partner with them in ministry 
 

Every one of us is responsible to be supportive of their ministry. That 

will mean different things for different people, but we should all be 

“on their team.”  

 

As we partner with them in ministry, we must be ready to embrace 

change—this is a new season of ministry. Pray that God will give 

you a servant’s heart, a God-size vision, and a passion to impact your 

world for Christ.  

 

4. Pray for them 
 

God has called this precious couple to a work that is much greater 

than they can accomplish on their own strength. They are vulnerable 

to weariness and spiritual attacks. They will face challenges and 

opportunities that require supernatural intervention.  

 

Pray for God to bless them, protect them, and to grant them favor 

with both God and men. Pray for them to persevere with joy and 

faith, pray for God’s Spirit to work mightily through them.  

 

5. Protect them 
 

Speak honestly to them and honorably about them.  

Give them the benefit of the doubt and do not tolerate a critical spirit 

toward them.  

 

If you have a difference of perspective, go to Pastor Nick with a 

gracious and humble spirit, seeking his good and God’s glory. 

 

In as much as Pastors are held to a higher standard for their life and 

teaching, so churches will give an account for how they treat their 

leaders.  

 

Hebrews 13:17 ~ Obey your leaders, and submit to them; for they keep 

watch over your souls, as those who will give an account. Let them do 

this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you. 

 



6. Follow Christ; treasure Jesus 
 

There is no greater blessing for any pastor than to see God’s people 

walking in the truth, growing in grace, delighting in Jesus more and 

sharing the gospel generously.  

 

Response of the Congregation [bulletin insert & screen] 

 
We, the family of believers of Trinity Evangelical Free Church, receive with joy, 

Pastor Nick, whom we have called to be our Associate Pastor of Youth and 

Outreach. 

 

We commit ourselves to encourage you by rejoicing when you rejoice, by helping 

to bear your burdens, and by reminding you of God’s goodness, faithfulness, and 

grace during times of hardship.  

 

We promise to be supportive of your ministry by speaking respectfully of you, 

allowing room for you to grow, and honoring your God-given leadership. We will 

not tolerate a critical spirit toward you and in differences of opinion, we will seek to 

fully understand the issue by speaking personally, respectfully, and lovingly with 

you.  

 

We promise to pray for you to be under the umbrella of God’s protection, to be 

faithful in your calling, and to be empowered by God to do His will.  

 

We promise to also minister to you, Jessica, and your children according to your 

needs and our abilities as God supplies. We will do all these things to the honor of 

Christ, who is the Head of our church. 

 
Prayer of Installation       Elders and Search Team, Youth & Outreach Teams

     

Response of the Associate Pastor                    Pastor Nick 

 

Closing Song                     “O Church Arise”   

 

Benediction                       Pastor Nick 

 

 

*This morning’s service will be followed by a fellowship meal for all 

in attendance. 

 


